Collins, Connecticut, and Claire

by K. Rebecca Brooke

What does a residence center
on the Bloomington campus
have in common with a small
liberal arts college overlook-
ing Long Island Sound? Ask
Claire Gaudiani.

laire Gaudiani doesn't fit the

stereotype of a college presi-

dent: stern, bespectacled, with
a conservative tie. She wears a navy
blue miniskirt and sports a gold ankle
bracelet. Her skin is deeply tanned from
the sailing trips she takes with her fam-
ily whenever her schedule permits.

Probably none of the 550 students
now residing at Collins Living-Learn-
ing Center on the Bloomington campus
realize that the first live-in “coordina-
tor of residence life” at Collins nearly
20 years ago is now a college president.
And she’s still immersed in the small
liberal arts college atmosphere she
helped create at Collins.

As campus enrollments at TU bur-
geoned in the early 1970s, “the sheer
size of the campus” could be “some-
whatbewilderingand overwhelming,”
recalls Gaudiani, MA'74, PhD'74, espe-
cially “fora 17- or 18-year-old who had
never before lived away from home.”
With Foster already existing as a proto-
type, the university responded with a
center for students who “would benefit
from a closer-knit community, one that
would recreate the feeling of a small
liberal arts college...a campus within a
campus.”

When Collins’s first director left only
a year after its founding, Gaudiani’s
husband, David Burnett, PhD'73, be-
came director. And Gaudiani and
Burnettbecameits first resident couple.
Along with their young son, Graham,
they lived in the center for two years
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while completing their PhDs in French
literature. Together they managed the
resident assistant staff, developed aca-
demic and co-curricular activities such
as art and music, and provided coun-
seling services to student residents.

Today, Gaudiani is president of Con-
necticut College in New London, Conn.
She continues to implement ideas that
impact the lives of the college’s 1,650-
member student body, just as her ideas
for Collins enriched the lives of both
past and present IU students.

Research and Global Studies

From her office on the lush green cam-
pus overlooking Long Island Sound,
Gaudiani talks about her plans for the
college, the same college she herself
attended as an undergraduate.

Since her inauguration as Connecti-
cut College’s eighth president in July
1988, Gaudiani has implemented sev-
eral programs that not only have re-
ceived high praise from educators
across the country, but also have put
the college in the national spotlight.
The programs, which have been writ-
ten up in publications including The
Christian Science Monitor, The New York
Times, Mirabella, and Time, were spe-
cifically designed to prepare students
for what Gaudiani refers to as “the
global society of the future.”

“Even if a person never planstoleave
the United States,” she explains, “it’s
highly unlikely that his or her life will
remain untouched by the international
changes going on today.

“The task of those of us in education
in the '90s is to help students explore
the relationship between the sameness
and difference of the world’s people,”
she says. “We must teach them to rec-
ognize and appreciate the similarities,
while at the same time respecting the
differences.”

One way Gaudiani hopes to accom-
plish this is through the Center for In-

ternational Studies and the Liberal Arts,
founded two years ago. The Centeris
anundergraduate version of the Lauder
Institute for Management and Interna-
tional Studies at the Wharton School,
which Gaudiani helped create whilea
professor of Romance languages at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Under the program, Gaudiani expects
40 percentof Connecticut College’sstu-
dents to go abroad, “not just to travel
and visit,” she says, “but to work.”

A second program implemented by
Gaudiani during her tenure as presi-
dent calls for moreoriginal undergradu-
ate research in the sciences. Students
work individually or in teams with fac-
ulty mentors, continuing experiments
originated by Connecticut College pro-
fessors in such areas as lake acidity,
cystic fibrosis, and computerized mu-
sic programs.

Love, Marriage, and Exams

Gaudiani’s explanation of the science
program is interrupted by a ringing
phone, which she jumps up to answer.
It is, she says, “my favorite husband.”

Gaudiani met her husband of 23 years
in a class taught by the late Research
Professorof French Robert Champigny,
only three months after she arrived at
U in 1966 to study French literature.

“Qur courtship paralleled our doc-
toral work,” says Gaudiani. “We were
studying the same subject and taking
the same classes together. At the end of
our first year, David wrote me a pas-
tiche,” an exercise, she explains, writ-
ten in the style of a particular author
“The pastiche he wrote for me wasa
sermon on marriage based on one writ=
ten by Bossuet in the 17th century. It
was very romantic.”

Gaudiani and Burnett were married
two years after they met. The birth of
the first of their two children three years
later didn’t change Gaudiani’s plansto
complete her doctorate. But, she ad-
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